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that at one point.

MR. MORGAN: Here in D.C.?

THE WITNESS: Maybe. I mean I can't
remember a specific instance, but...

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Nothing stands
out in your mind?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. MORGAN: A particular video you
may have reviewed or a particular pointer that
Brett O'Donnell had?

THE WITNESS: Not one in particular.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Do you know if
Brett O'Donnell was involved in negotiating the
format of the campaign debates?

THE WITNESS: I know that he spoke
with the debate coordinator.

MR. MORGAN: Who was the debate
coordinator?

THE WITNESS: I can't remember his
name. It wasn't someone I spoke with.

MR. MORGAN: Was that somebody —-- who
was that person, somebody with the Georgia
republican party or —-

THE WITNESS: I wouldn't even know.

I guess. That would make sense, yes. They were
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coordinating the events.

MR. MORGAN: How did you become aware
that Brett was coordinating the campaign
debates?

THE WITNESS: I mean I don't think he
was coordinating them. I think he was just, you
know, talking with somebody to figure out what
the format was.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. ©So who else was
involved in Representative Broun's campaign
debates?

THE WITNESS: Mainly David, myself,
Josh and Bob.

MR. MORGAN: What about Jason Miller?

THE WITNESS: Jason wasn't really
that involved. I mean he helped with our web
ads and TV ads and we included him on what we
were doing messaging wise, but I wouldn't say
Jason had much of a say in it.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Did you sometimes
use Jason's office for campaign debate
preparation?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. When you used his

office, would he then sit in on the session?
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THE WITNESS: No. He just let us use
his office --

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS: -- and he walked
upstairs.

MR. MORGAN: All right. I want to
show you a document. This is PBCH33 through 35.
This last e-mail at the bottom there where it
appears that Brett is being requested to do some
brief messaging calls --

THE WITNESS: Um—-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: -- with representative
Broun, David Bowser and yourself --

THE WITNESS: Yep.

MR. MORGAN: -- prior to a few
speaking events.

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. MORGAN: Do you recall if -- was
that something typical for Brett to do, to do
brief messaging calls?

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I mean, like I
said earlier, whenever we had a big interview
coming up, we would schedule that and if
Dr. Broun was in Georgia for a while and hadn't

had time to see Brett recently, then -- and he
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had a lot going on media, press wise or just
public appearances, Dr. Broun would just call
him to get in the right mind set.

MR. MORGAN: How long would one of
those messaging calls be?

THE WITNESS: Typically no longer
than 10, 15 minutes.

MR. MORGAN: 10 or 15 minutes. And
what was Brett's role? You said getting him in
the right mind set —-—

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: -- but what would Brett
do to get him in the right mind set?

THE WITNESS: Just kind of giving him
a little pep talk, if anything. You know, the
first thing we would go over is any news items
in particular that might come up, any Q and A
from any reporters and then, you know, just
asking him how he's feeling, if -- I don't know.
We would just go over, like I said, our main
important messaging topics.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. All right. We
have, you know, several calendar items that
appear to reflect campaign debate preparation.

I want to ask you about -- a little bit more
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about these in general. This is PBDN133 and
PBDBZ25. Take a look at those.

THE WITNESS: Um-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: This is from a calendar
managed by Teddie Norton. The subject is prep
with Brett for debate, location Jamestown
Associates conference room. This is
January 10th, 2014.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: And then the second, the
PBDB25 appears to refer to that prep session.
David Bowser had reached out to him "I'd like to
have a response for PB in case this gets brought
up this weekend," referring to an article about
same sSex marriage.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Brett responds "We
talked about this at today's meeting. He'll say
marriage 1is between a man and woman," and then
you respond —- in the last e-mail you respond,
"Yes, he'll be good on this. Brett was asking
him the tough questions on this and we discussed
answers for a while."

THE WITNESS: Um-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: Do you recall that
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specific debate preparation session?

THE WITNESS: Well, like you said, it
was taking place at Jamestown and, as I said
earlier, we would play moderator and ask him
questions and then go over answers and, like
David had brought up, this was something that
was relevant that he could have been asked
about. So we just wanted to make sure he's
prepared.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. How many of —--
how many campaign debate prep sessions did you
take, did you participate in would you say
roughly?

THE WITNESS: Well, there was so many
debates. They kept adding them. I couldn't
tell you a specific nuﬁber. Maybe around five
or six.

MR. MORGAN: Five or six. Would you
also do separate sessions after a debate to run
through the performance or would that just be
folded into the weekly session?

THE WITNESS: There would usually be
a follow—-up sort of thing in the next session.
I mean I'm sure we talked to him after some of

the debates at times. I don't remember a
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specific instance of that, but...

MR. CORTAZAR: When you say the next
session, do you mean the next debate preparation
session or the next session —-—

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. MORGAN: Wait, wait. Which one?

THE WITNESS: Debate preparation.

MR. MORGAN: Next debate preparation
session.

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Would you -- were
there ever any instances where after a debate
the next session with Brett was here in the
congressional office and you discussed the
debate performance?

THE WITNESS: Not that I recall.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. I'll show you a
couple more documents.

THE WITNESS: Um-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: So you said you were
in five to six you estimated debate prep
sessions. How many of those was Brett O'Donnell
in? Was he in all of those sessions as well?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Were you involved
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in any —- I'll show you a couple of documents.
This is PBTN134 and PBTN135.

THE WITNESS: Um—-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: See if this refreshes
your recollection.

These are calendar items on
January 1lo6th and 17th. They're listed as prep
for debate with Michael Hall.

THE WITNESS: Um—hmm.

MR. MORGAN: You're listed as a
required attendee. Do you recall these
sessions?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Do you recall if it was
one session with Michael Hall or if there was
two?

THE WITNESS: I can't remember. I
remember meeting him. Brett was in Ethiopia --

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS: -- and sent his
co-worker.

MR. MORGAN: His co-worker. So
Michael Hall is his co-worker?

THE WITNESS: I believe so.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Why did he send
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Michael Hall?

THE WITNESS: Because he was in
Ethiopia.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Was it -- was he
a substitute?

THE WITNESS: We had an upcoming
debate and I think he was just wanting to help
out.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. But why wouldn't
you just do the debate prep without Brett or
anybody that he worked with? Was Brett that --
was he that crucial to the debate prep?

THE WITNESS: I mean I wouldn't say
he was crucial. He didn't do -- he wasn't here
for about half the campaign. Not half, but near
the end at least.

I mean I just -- it was our first
debate I think and so we didn't really know what
to expect and we just wanted to make sure he was
prepared from all ends.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Was anybody upset
that Brett couldn't be there or was that
frustrating?

THE WITNESS: I mean I think people

joked about it.
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MR. MORGAN: What did they say?

THE WITNESS: I mean I think Bowser
might have made a joke like leaving us in our
time of need or something. Like he's made jokes
at me like that for leaving for a wedding or
something.

MR. MORGAN: Tough boss.

All right. And so do you know if
David Bowser had a conversation with Brett where
he said you need to get somebody up here to
substitute or was there any of that?

THE WITNESS: Not that I know of. I
wasn't involved in that.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Do you recall if
there was any preparation for a Georgia
Municipal Association debate?

THE WITNESS: Do you know when that
was?

MR. MORGAN: January. I think it's
around January 27th of 2014. Do you recall
that?

THE WITNESS: There might have been.
I'm not sure. Like I said, there were so many
debates.

MR. CORTAZAR: Okay. I think that was
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the one where there were two in a row. There
was one on Saturday and one on Sunday.

THE WITNESS: We might have done a
phone call with Brett or something, 1f it was
over the weekend. Well, they all are over the
weekend, but back to back like that.

MR. MORGAN: Do you recall -- do you
recall any debate preparation sessions where
Brett O'Donnell joined by Skype or by conference
call?

THE WITNESS: Yep.

MR. MORGAN: And where were those
sessions held?

THE WITNESS: Usually in Dr. Broun's
campaign office.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Down in Georgia®?

THE WITNESS: In Georgia.

MR. MORGAN: Were you down in Georgia
for those sessions?

THE WITNESS: I've been there for a
few of them, but I wasn't always there.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. And Brett was
conference called in?

THE WITNESS: Yeah, from Virginia.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Do you recall if
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any of those sessions took place in Jordan
Chinouth's office space?

THE WITNESS: Those are the same
thing.

MR. MORGAN: Oh, those are the
same —--—

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. So Jordan
Chinouth's company I believe is J. Russell --

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. -—- and
Associates. His office space was --—

THE WITNESS: Dr. Broun's campaign
headquarters.

MR. MORGAN: Campaign space. Okay.
All right.

Do you recall if there was some
debate preparation that occurred leading up to
the senate debate in Macon? This would have
been in early March of this year, March 4th and
March 7th. I think I can show you --

THE WITNESS: If we had something
scheduled, then yes, but I don't remember
specifically.

MR. MORGAN: Let's see. PBTN148 and
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149. 1'11 have you look at that for a second
and see i1f that jogs your memory about a debate
prep occurring in early March of this year.

I think the relevant part of it, the
most relevant part of it is on the bottom of the
first page -—-

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. MORGAN: —-- where Teddie Norton
asks Brett "Could you do 12:30 to 1:30 on
Tuesday of next week? Ideally we'll also be
able to schedule an additional session up in
D.C. on Friday prior to the Macon debate on the
8th."

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. MORGAN: Brett responds "Yes,
that works for me," and then the last
communication is from Teddie where she says "PB

is staying through Friday next week, so could

‘you do 9:30 to 11:30 on the 7th as well?"

Do you recall i1f those sessions
occurred?

THE WITNESS: I do not. Were they on
the calendar or?

MR. MORGAN: I don't know if we saw

them on the calendar. I think the reference we
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saw to them was in this e-mail here.

THE WITNESS: Then I don't know if it
was —-— 1f it took place or not. We had things
fall through with Brett --

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS: -- every now and then.
SO. ..

MR. MORGAN: Do you recall if Brett
O'Donnell worked with Niki Broun on messaging-?

THE WITNESS: I know that he would
attempt to call her maybe one or two times to
try and help her get in the right mind set as
well, but that wasn't by any means a daily or
weekly or monthly occurrence. It was probably
just once or twice that happened.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. I want to --
well, how —-- when did Brett O'Donnell's
relationship with the congressional office and
with the campaign end?

THE WITNESS: I think it was in
April.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Do you know why
it ended?

THE WITNESS: It was after WSB had

shown up at our office with their cameras trying
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Page 47
to get an interview and they blew up the story

that was more focused on Brett than it was the
actual campaign and it was just more attention
on Brett than -- you know, we would rather
have that attention on Dr. Broun. So I believe
he resigned. I wasn't a part of that
conversation.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. So that was about
April of this year?

Do you recall how long after that WSB
TV story ran that he resigned? Was it matter of
weeks or days”?

THE WITNESS: Maybe like three weeks
or so.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. And then did
Brett -- did that, in fact, end his involvement
with the congressional office?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. And what about on
the campaign side? Did he continue --

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. MORGAN: -- on the campaign?

Why -- I mean so he also terminated
his activities with the campaign?

THE WITNESS: Yes.
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MR. MORGAN: I think you said to your
knowledge he was volunteering for the campaign?

THE WITNESS: Um-hmm.

MR. MORGAN: Was there any discussion
of why he couldn't continue to volunteer for the
campaign?

THE WITNESS: I think there's -- they
didn't want there to be any sort of question
that the work he was doing was for the
congressional office.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS: TI'm not sure though
that —-- I mean based on his own willingness.

SO. ..

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Were you involved
in putting together the -- this response? This
is BOD02081.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Who else was involved in
putting together this response?

THE WITNESS: David.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. And who else?

Was that it?
THE WITNESS: I believe so.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

Page 48

14-2533_00558



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

THE WITNESS: I might have run it by
Bob as well, but I'm pretty sure it was just
David and I that worked on this.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Here in this
statement it says "As stated by the House
Administration Committee, O'Donnell's
communications training is in compliance with
all House rules."”

THE WITNESS: Um—hmm.

MR. MORGAN: What did that refer to?

THE WITNESS: That referred to that
USA Today article.

MR. MORGAN: The 2013 USA Today
article?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. So did -- in
preparing this statement you did not reach out
to the Administration Committee or the Ethics
Committee?

THE WITNESS: No, since we had
already done that.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. And when you say
you had already done that, you're referring to
that previous conversation that you and David

had?
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THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. MORGAN: Were there any other
conversations at any other times that you or
anybody else reached out to Ethics or the
Administration Committee?

THE WITNESS: Nothing that I did.

I'm not sure if David had done that beforehand.
I kind of assumed that he had, but from what I
heard was when we spoke with that woman.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. I'm going to show
you PBDB001l4. This appears to be you forwarding
the WSB TV -- well, it's a news alert.

THE WITNESS: Um-—hmm.

MR. MORGAN: To, you know, Brett
O'Donnell and David Bowser. Brett O'Donnell
responds "Of course they didn't use the line
from the statement that it is perfectly legal,"”
and you respond "Yes, and that you are a member
of the communications team in an official
capacity." And then Brett says "Are we pushing
them to correct?"

Was there ever a push to correct, get
the article corrected?

THE WITNESS: I did speak with WSB

about that and they would not.

Page 50

14-2533_00560



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. MORGAN: They would not. Okay.

And when you say that Brett was a
member of the communications team in an official
capacity --

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: ~-- does that accurately
describe his role with the office in your mind?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS: I mean that's what I
have in the statement that I had sent them.

MR. MORGAN: Right. Okay.

I think I'1ll glance over my notes,
unless somebody else has additional questions.

MR. SOLIS: I just have a few
follow—-up.

You had mentioned to Bryson that when
you would have your weekly sessions, you would
sometimes go over some of the videos of the
campaign media appearances -—-

THE WITNESS: Um—hmm.

MR. SOLIS: -- and speeches and
things like that.

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. SOLIS: When you would go over
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those during the weekly sessions, would they
occur here in this office?

THE WITNESS: I mean I'm -- I believe
it probably happened, you know, once or twice in
the office, but, as I said, we were going over,
you know, his media appearances whether they
happened on a campaign side or official. It was
still relevant because, you know, we wanted to
make sure that he had the same public image that
we discussed in our sessions with him.

MR. SOLIS: And would it be on a
laptop or a video screen or anything else?

THE WITNESS: Laptop.

MR. SOLIS: A laptop that you guys
have or Brett would bring one?

THE WITNESS: ©No, Brett would bring.

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

MR. CORTAZAR: After Brett left the
relationship, did the campaign hire somebody
else to take his place during those meetings?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. MORGAN: So it was the same team
as before?

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. So do you recall

Page 52

14-2533_00562



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

were there campaign debates this year in April

and May?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: And who was involved in
those prep sessions? Was it —-—- Brett O'Donnell

was not involved in —-

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. MORGAN: —-- in those?

THE WITNESS: No. It would be -- I
mean we didn't really have scheduled prep
sessions as much. It would be things we would
just kind of discuss with Dr. Broun on our own
time.

MR. MORGAN: Why didn't you have
scheduled prep sessions for those debates aftexr
Brett had left?

THE WITNESS: I mean I guess it Jjust
wasn't -- it didn't work out that way with
timing. I mean I wasn't the one in charge of
scheduling that.

MR. MORGAN: All right. I think
those are all our questions. I think based on
our questions, I think you have a sense of what
we're interested in. Is there anything you

think we should know?
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THE WITNESS: ©No. That's it.

MR. SOLIS: Just if you -- if you've
discussed our review with anybody in the office
or Brett or the congressman? Have you discussed
our review with anybody?

THE WITNESS: Oh. No.

MR. SOLIS: ©No? Okay.

THE WITNESS: I mean I like talked
with like my co-workers beforehand, but I don't
know what you really like -- I haven't left here
yet. ©So...

MR. SOLIS: Right. I'm Jjust
wondering if you had any -- basically if you had
any discussions with Brett. Did you talk to
Brett? Did you talk to the congressman --

THE WITNESS: Oh.

MR. SOLIS: -- about the fact that
we'd be interviewing you today?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. SOLIS: Okay.

MR. MORGAN: All right. I think that
will end this interview.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. MORGAN: We appreciate you taking

your time with us.
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Page 55
THE WITNESS: Thank you.

(Tape ends).

MR. MORGAN: This is Bryson Morgan,
Investigative Counsel with the Office of
Congressional Ethics again with Paul Solis and
Ryan Cortazar with the OCE, again joined by
I, 0 would like to supplement
the interview that we just completed here on
June 24th, 2014.

So, THE WITNESS, you said that this
morning it was —-

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MORGAN: -- you had a
conversation with Brett O'Donnell?

THE WITNESS: Yes, I called Brett
just before work to just check in with him and
we had about a two-minute conversation and we
were Jjust discussing the roles that -- the role
that Brett had in this office.

MR. SOLIS: Did you discuss the role
that Brett had with the campaign?

THE WITNESS: Not really, no.

MR. SOLIS: Well, I mean you had some
idea -- you worked with Brett while you were in

this office —-
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THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. SOLIS: -- right? And while he
was employed by the members office, right?

You had an idea. You know, we
covered these topics. Bryson had asked you what
did Brett do for this office and you answered
those questions about --

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. SOLIS: -- about messaging,
right?

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

MR. SOLIS: Why would you feel the
need to talk to Brett about what he did here if
you knew beforehand what he did? What prompted
you to call him today?

THE WITNESS: I mean if anything, I
just wanted to just reinforce and go over the --
what I believe the role that he had and that he
had as well. There wasn't any soxt of gquestion
about it. It was just more conversational.

MR. SOLIS: Okay. And I had asked
you —— when we were off the record, I had asked
you if the word volunteer had come up in the
conversation between you and Brett and you

answered that you believe it had; is that
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correct?

THE WITNESS: I mean it could have.
If anything, it was probably in reference to
myself.

MR. MORGAN: Did he at all mention on
the phone call that we asked about his campaign
activities?

THE WITNESS: No, not really.

MR. MORGAN: Did the campaign -- his
work on the campaign come up at all in your
phone conversation with Brett?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. SOLIS: And you said not really.
We want to be very -- it's very important.

THE WITNESS: I mean, like I said, it
was like a two-minute conversation and I don't
believe that was mentioned.

MR. MORGAN: Okay. So you said you
believe the word volunteer was used. What
context would that have been used in in
reference to the —-

THE WITNESS: Probably in reference
to my work, wvolunteering on the campaign.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

MR. SOLIS: When we were off the
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record, you did say probably in reference to
both of our work on the campaign. So we want to
be very clear right now --

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. SOLIS: -- whether it's boecth —-
you think the both of you?

THE WITNESS: I don't know. I mean
it's probably -- it was probably more in
reference to myself.

MR. SOLIS: Did Mr. O'Donnell make
any requests of you during your conversation?

THE WITNESS: Absolutely not, no.

MR. MORGAN: Did he threaten you in
any way?

THE WITNESS: No. No, no.

MR. CORTAZAR: Okay. When you say it
was more in reference to yourself, doces that
imply there was any reference at all in
reference to him being a volunteer during that
conversation?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. MORGAN: No, there was no
reference to him being a volunteer?

THE WITNESS: As I mentioned, it

would be -- as I said, 1t was more of the work
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that I did.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

MR. SOLIS: More of or exclusively
the work you did?

THE WITNESS: Just generally.

MR. SOLIS: Okay. Did you inform
anybody that you were going to give Brett a call
today?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. MORGAN: Did you do —-- did you
give Brett a call at the request of anyone?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. SOLIS: Did you let Congressman
Broun know that you had spoken with Brett today?

THE WITNESS: No.

MR. SOLIS: Did you let David know
that you spoke with Brett today?

THE WITNESS: No. I told him when I
left here.

MR. MORGAN: Okay.

MR. SOLIS: You told?

MR. MORGAN: David?

THE WITNESS: David just now, yeah.

MR. MORGAN: And did he tell you to

come back in?
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THE WITNESS:

Well,

Page 60
I just said I

think I should go back in there. So..

MR. MORGAN:
THE WITNESS:

(Tape ends.)

Well,

Yeah.

we appreciate it.
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CERTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW JERSEY )

SS.

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON )

I, BETH RADABAUGH, a Certified
Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public within and
for the State of New Jersey, do hereby certify
that the within is a true and accurate
transcription, to the best of my ability, of
tape-recorded proceedings held on June 24, 2014.

I further certify that I am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
blood or marriage; and that I am in no way
interested in the outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 30th day of June, 2014.

BETH RADABAUGH, CSR, RPR

LICENSE NO. 30X100232500
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